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"Makar Sankranti"

Makar Sankranti is is a festival day in the Hindu
calendar, celebrated on 14 January. It also marks
the termination of the Winter season and the
beginning of a new harvest season.

It is dedicated to Lord Sun. It also refers to a
specific solar day in the Hindu calendar. On this
auspicious day, the sun enters the zodiac sign of
Capricorn or Makar which marks the end of winter
month and start of longer days. This is the
beginning of the month of Magh. To reward for the
distinction that happens due to the revolution
around the sun, every 80 years the day of
Sankranti is deferred by one day. From the day of
Makar Sankranti, the sun begins its northward
journey or Uttarayan journey. Therefore, this
festival is also known as Uttarayan.

As per the legend Sankranti killed a devil named
Sankarasur. The day next to Makar Sankrant is
called Karidin or Kinkrant. On this day, Devi slayed
the devil Kinkarasur.The information of Makar
Sankranti is available in Panchang. The Panchang
is the Hindu Almanac that provides information on
the age, form, clothing, direction and movement of
Sankranti.
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Bihar to see massive infra boost! Highway projects worth Rs 30,000 crore underway;
details here  + Info

Telecommunication: 
Realme launches first 5G smartphone in   + Info
Next 4G spectrum auction in March  + Info

 

Economy
FDI:
FDI equity inflow up 21% to $35.3 billion in April-Oct, says DPIIT + Info

GDP:
Fitch now expects lower GDP contraction in India at 9.4% for FY21  + Info

Import - export:
Solar module imports to face 40% customs duty, cells 25% + Info
Container shortage threatens India’s nascent export revival + Info
Gem, jewellery shipments may reach Rs 1.6 lakh crore in FY21 as export demand
improves: GJEPC + Info
Govt extends RoDTEP scheme to all merchandise exports + Info
49 chemical products brought under 8-digit HSN classification + Info

Inflation:
Retail inflation eases marginally to 6.93% in November   + Info
 

Norms & Regulations
Exports excluded from new tax credit norms, clarifies finance ministry  + Info
GST-registered small biz to file 4 sales returns in a year from January  + Info        

In different regions of the country, Makar Sankranti
is celebrated by different names and rituals.

One day before Makar Sankranti, Lohri is
celebrated in Haryana and Punjab. At night,
people gather around the bonfire and throw til,
puffed rice & popcorns into the flames of the
bonfire. Prayers are offered to the bonfire seeking
abundance & prosperity. This is celebrated as
Festival of “Donation” or “Khichdi" in Uttar Pradesh
and Bihar. On this auspicious day people observe
fasting and eat and offer khichdi. On this day,
donating urad, rice, gold, woollen clothes, blankets
etc. have their own importance.

In Maharashtra, all married women donate cotton,
oil and salt to other suhagin or married women on
their first Sankrant. In Bengal, there is a tradition
of donating til after taking bath in Makar Sankrant.
Huge fair is also organized every year in
Gangasagar. This festival is celebrated as Pongal
in Tamil Nadu and the celebration continues for
four days. And in Gujarat, the kite festival is
organized on the occasion of Makar Sankranti.

Therefore, in India, Makar Sankranti festival has
its own importance. It is celebrated in various
States by different names.

" You can't cross the sea merely
by standing and staring at the
water "
 - Rabindranath Tagore
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