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 Indian Railways-
Largest Civilian

Employer

ndian Railways (IR) is an Indian

state-owned enterprise, owned and

operated by the Government of India

through the Ministry of Railways. It is

one of the world's largest railway

networks comprising 115,000 km

(71,000 mi) of track over a route of

65,000 km (40,000 mi) and 7,500

stations.

IR holds over 239,281 Freight

Wagons, 59,713 Passenger

Coaches and 9,549 Locomotives

(43 steam, 5,197 diesel and 4,309

electric locomotives).

Railways were first introduced to

India in 1853 from Bombay to

Thane. In 1951 the systems were

nationalised as one unit, the Indian

Railways, becoming one of the

largest networks in the world. IR

operates both long distance and

suburban rail systems on a multi-

gauge network of broad, metre and

narrow gauges.

The Indian Railways is the biggest

employer in India with nearly 1.5

million people, and about the eighth

largest in the world. A career with the

railways is considered as both

secure and rewarding as this is a

recession proof sector with excellent
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recession proof sector with excellent

growth prospects.

As of December 2012, it transported

over 25 million passengers daily

(over 9 billion on an annual basis).

In 2011, IR carried over 8,900 million

passengers annually and 2.8 million

tons of freight daily.

In 2011–2012 Indian Railways had

revenues of US$17 billion which

consists of US$11 billion from

freight US$4.4 billion from

passenger’s tickets.

 

There are two UNESCO World

Heritage Sites on Indian Railways. –

The Chatrapati Shivaji Terminus and

the Mountain Railways of India. The

latter consists of three separate

railway lines located in different

parts of India:

Darjeeling Himalayan

Railway, a narrow gauge

railway in West Bengal.

Nilgiri Mountain Railway, a

metre gauge railway in the

Nilgiri Hills in Tamil Nadu.

Kalka-Shimla Railway, a

narrow gauge railway in the

Shivalik mountains in

Himachal Pradesh. In 2003

the railway was featured in

the Guinness Book of World

Records for offering the

steepest rise in altitude in

the space of 96 kilometres.

 

 

 "An Eye for an eye will
make us all blind"

Mahatma Gandhi (1869-
19548)- A preeminent leader

and freedom fighter of Indian

nationalism
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