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 Ratha-Yatra Festival

Ratha Yatra is a major Hindu festival

associated with Lord Jagannath (avatar of

Lord Vishnu),  held at Puri, the temple

town in Orissa, on the east coast of India.

The festival is celebrated usually in the

month of June or July.

The presiding deities of the main temple,

Sri Mandira, Lord Jagannatha, Lord

Balabhadra and Goddess Subhadra, with

the celestial wheel Sudarshana are taken

out from the temple precincts in an

elaborate ritual procession to their

respective chariots. The huge, colourfully

decorated chariots, are drawn by

hundreds and thousands of devotees on

the bada danda, the grand avenue to the

Gundicha temple, some two miles away

to the North. After a stay for seven days,

the deities return to their abode in main

temple.

The festival begins with the Ratha

Prathistha or invoking ceremony in the

morning, but the Ratha Tana or chariot

pulling is the most exciting part of the

festival, which begins in the late afternoon

when the chariots of Jagannath,

Balabhadra and Subhdra start rolling.

Each year these wooden chariots are

constructed anew in accordance with

religious specifications. The idols of

these three deities are also made of

wood and they are religiously replaced by

new ones every after 12 years.

Accidents involving people being crushed

under the wheels of the chariot have

occurred and a figurative reference to a

chariot containing Lord Jagannath has

resulted in the English word juggernaut to

refer to an unstoppable force.

The Ratha Yatra festival has become a

common sight in most major cities of the
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Finnish firm Fortum acquires solar power plant in Rajasthan  +Info
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DoT to make 100% local sourcing of telecom gears mandatory  +Info

Mukesh Ambani bets on 4G broadband, but risks abound   +Info

Ambani brothers ink Rs 12,000-cr tower deal   +info
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FDI:

Karnataka agrees to implement FDI in multi-brand retail   +Info

India to lift FDI cap in some sectors by July 3rd week   +Info

Govt reforms unable to stem fall in foreign direct investment  +Info

GDP:

World Bank sees India growth rising to 5.7% in 2013-14   +Info
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Govt extends 24×7 Customs clearance for exports +Info

Textile exports can reach $50 bn by 2014-15  +Info

Seafood export target set at $4.3 billion for FY14   +Info

Jawaharlal Nehru Port Trust to develop Rs 2,000-crore terminal for liquid cargo +info

Govt sets export target of $50 billion this fiscal +info

Government relaxes norms for export of imported goods +info

Inflation:

Food inflation hits urban centres more +Info

Norms & Regulations:

Easier entry, faster registration for foreign institutions   +Info

RBI reverses forex relaxation for SEZs   +Info

India eases overseas loan rules for low-cost builders +info

Move to give PSUs more autonomy in M&As and joint ventures +Info

Upcoming Events

Fairs:

Upcoming Trade fairs in India +Info

common sight in most major cities of the

world since 1968 through the ISKCON

Hare Krishna movement. Its leader A.C

Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

successfully transplanted the festival

which now happens on an annual basis

in places all over the world in over 100

cities including Dublin, London,

Budapest, Melbourne, Montreal, Paris,

New York, Singapore, Toronto, etc.  

 

 "Live quietly in the moment
and see the beauty of all

before you. The future will
take care of itself"

Paramhansa Yogananda 
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