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 Takshila: World's first
University

India has a long and venerable history in

the field of higher education. In ancient

times, the country was known to have

been home to the oldest formal

universities in the world.

 

More than 2700 years ago, there existed a

giant University at Takshashila (often

called Taxila), a town located in the north-

western region of India (in today’s

Pakistan). This is considered by some

accounts as the world's first University.

There is some disagreement about

whether Takshashila can be considered a

university. While some consider Taxila to

be an early university or centre of higher

education, others do not consider it a

university in the modern sense.

 

More than 10,500 students from all over

the world studied more than 60 subjects

like the vedas, grammar, philosophy,

ayurveda, agriculture, surgery, politics,

archery, accounts, warfare, astronomy,

commerce, futurology, music, dance, etc.

There were even curious subjects like the

art of discovering hidden treasure,

decrypting encrypted messages, etc.

Takshila was specialized in the study of

medicine. Students were admitted to this

university at the age of 16 after they had
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university at the age of 16 after they had

completed their basic education in their

local institutions.

 

Some of the students who graduated out

of the Takshashila university included the

great political master Chanakya (famous

teacher and who authored the world’s

finest work till today on political duties,

statecraft, economic policies, state

intelligence systems, administrative skills

and military strategy, called the Artha

Shastra, Charaka (the famous ancient

Indian ayurvedic physician), Panini (He

was an expert in language and grammar),

and Chandragupta Maurya (founder of the

Maurya Empire).

 

Now the university’s ruins are located at a

distance of twenty miles from the modern

city of Rawalpindi. In a 2010 report, Global

Heritage Fund identified Taxila as one of

12 worldwide sites most "On the Verge" of

irreparable loss and damage.

 

 

 "It takes time for a fruit to
mature and acquire

sweetness and become
eatable; time is a prime

factor for most good
fortunes"

Vedas- large body of texts
originating in ancient India
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